Visualization of Hidden Epitopes at the Inactive X Chromosome.
Immunodetection of nuclear antigens is often complicated by epitope masking, so that proteins known to function in the nucleus are sometimes not easily detected at their sites of action. Moreover, protein populations that are detected before unmasking can be very different to those seen after removal of nucleic acids. This is particularly true for components of the nuclear matrix, including those known to function at the inactive X chromosome. Here we describe an unmasking protocol that reveals previously undetected proteins at the inactive X chromosome in mouse fibroblasts.